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PARKERVILLE CHILDREN AND YOUTH CARE CEO — BASIL HANNA — RETIREMENT 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [9.46 pm]: I rise tonight to say a few words with regard to the 
chief executive officer of Parkerville Children and Youth Care, Basil Hanna, who will be retiring at the end of this 
week. Basil, who I am sure many in this house will know, has been the organisation’s CEO for some 15 years, and 
he has been an outstanding CEO for one of Western Australia’s longest operating charities. Parkerville falls within 
my electorate of East Metropolitan Region. I first met Basil not long after I had become a member of Parliament, 
back in 2005, and he had been the CEO for only a relatively short time, perhaps less than a year. He often reminds 
me of the fact that I was the first member of Parliament to visit him, and I am very pleased that I took the time to 
meet him back then. Since that time our paths have crossed on many occasions, and for me, and I am sure many 
others, to see the expansion of Parkerville over the past 15 years has been nothing short of amazing. 
When Basil came to Parkerville 15 years ago, Parkerville provided services to around 200 children every year. 
Today, more than 10 000 children are supported, along with their families, every year through a diverse range of 
services in both metropolitan and regional WA. This includes out-of-home care, which has been a key part of 
Parkerville’s work for years; school-based services; the management of two child and parent centres; counselling 
services; and a range of other therapeutic services. Perhaps the most significant and more recent work of 
Parkerville is the establishment of two child advocacy centres, one in Armadale and the other in Midland. The 
latter was opened just last week, and it was very much a privilege for me to attend. The Stan and Jean Perron Child 
Advocacy Centre in Midland is five times larger than the advocacy centre in Armadale and incorporates not only 
Parkerville staff, but another seven government and non-government agencies, which provide specialist services 
for children and their families who have experienced abuse. There is absolutely no doubt in my mind that the initial 
drive and leadership for these advocacy centres came from Basil. It was very much Basil who led the charge, 
meeting with government and opposition members. I certainly remember him coming to meet with me and other 
members of the opposition back in 2007–08 when he very strongly put the case that these centres could work, they 
could assist in reducing trauma for victims and they could assist in victims’ recovery. Today, because of Basil and 
the entire Parkerville team, our state leads the way with the child advocacy centre–approach. Since March 2011, 
when the first child advocacy centre was opened, more than 19 000 children, young people and families have been 
supported through the specialised services provided through the George Jones Child Advocacy Centre. An evaluation 
of the work undertaken at the centre backs up that it is international best practice. 

In saying that, I want to recognise all the staff who work for Parkerville Children and Youth Care. They work 
tirelessly with absolute care and compassion supporting the most vulnerable. Basil would certainly want me to 
recognise them tonight. He often says that his staff are the real heroes and I would absolutely agree. Tonight, 
though, given his impending retirement, I simply want to add my voice of thanks to Basil for his enduring and 
unwavering commitment to making the lives of vulnerable children better. 
I am not sure whether Madam President has heard Basil speak at an event, but if she has done so, she would know 
that he often says it as it is. 
Hon Sue Ellery: He’s straightforward. 
Hon DONNA FARAGHER: He is very straightforward, Leader of the House, and one is under no illusion as to 
his dedication. I think it is fitting to leave members with some of what Basil said at his final charity lunch as CEO. 
I was unable to be there, as unfortunately I was away with parliamentary commitments, but I have been to 
a number of the lunches over the years. I was actually at the first one, which I think was at Subiaco Oval. There 
were about 300 people in attendance; now, they have over 1 000 every year. His remarks were recounted in 
The West Australian. He said — 

One in four girls and one in six boys are abused before the age of 18 years, and the effects are devastating 
resulting in damage to the developmental pathways of a child’s brain. 
This affects many aspects of life from childhood to adulthood potentially resulting in mental health and 
drug and alcohol problems, and difficulty in developing relationships and cognitive impairments which 
are only improved through clinical intervention. The only way we can reverse this long-term trend is by 
community action; understanding the problem and influencing action to prevent its repetition. Firstly, 
people need to understand the depth of the issue and then how they might play their part in resolving 
it. Valuing children by paying closer attention to what is happening in their lives is crucial. A child, 
normally outgoing and. gregarious now solemn and uncommunicative; a boy wilful and aggressive where 
he wasn’t previously; a neighbour’s child with repeated bruises or constantly hungry are some examples 
of environments where child abuse may exist. Sadly, as a society, we tend to act like ostriches, with our 
heads in the sand. We don’t like to intervene, to ask the question, we are sometimes apprehensive to lend 
a hand, or to report to the relevant authority but by those simple, simple actions we can change the world 
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for that child. Our way to respond often is the easiest, to donate money which any Not For Profit worth 
their salt would not reject—however as a society that cares for its children it’s a temporary remedy to 
a societal problem that is ever increasing. 
We all have the capacity to help others, it should not be reflective of our asset worth. Small actions can 
often lead to major changes but ignoring what’s in front of us only perpetuates the problem. It is our role 
and responsibility as a community to be the voice for children who cannot speak for themselves and to 
intervene and/or report unacceptable behaviour when we witness or suspect a child is in harm’s way Yes, 
it is confronting and the response you get may not always be the response you hoped for, but it is 
philanthropy at its rawest, helping to promote the welfare of another. Only by understanding the issue, 
however sad; graphically disturbing; emotionally draining and then giving ourselves to help change the 
behaviour can we exterminate this plague on our future. Together we can be the catalyst for change. 

He ended his speech by saying — 
I would like to thank all the children and young people and families who have allowed us to assist them 
in their recovery from abuse and trauma—your trust in us at a time in your lives when your every sense 
is calling at you to not trust anyone. This inspires us to do well. 

With that, I simply want to thank Basil for his commitment, his dedication and his inspiration to others to improve 
the lives of the most vulnerable in our community. 
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